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President’s Message - Lou Calasibetta, Chapter President
Hello to all of you,
Welcome to the New Year and a fresh start. Just look how fast our season is going. The spring
season is upon us already. Where did the winter go? The Northeast as well as most of our nation has
been under a huge cold zone, that’s for sure. No global warming here in New Jersey!
The indoor rod and custom circuit was in full bloom this winter. Many of the states’ best cars
were on display. California’s Grand National Roadster Show and the Detroit Autorama, two of the
biggest, were great as usual. These are the best shows in the land in my opinion. If you ever are in the
area where these shows are going one, make it a “must do” to go and visit them. You will not be sorry
and will have memories to last a lifetime.
The POCI Convention is only a little over three months away. You know how fast it will be upon
us! Hard to even think of missing this one, especially with all the nice Pontiacs, Oaklands, and GMCs
that will be there.
As mentioned at out annual chapter meeting last year, I want to have a breakfast run with the
Safari Chapter. It will be somewhere cool and friendly because that is what we are all about. Steve
Cook, president of the Safari Chapter and I will locate a place for the cruise and hopefully Alan knows of
a place to break the bread down south. It should be a memorial event – rods, customs, and Safari
station wagons!
So, how are the winter projects going? It really is a task to prepare a project for a convention.
Keep up all of your plans and follow them through. No old car goes together fast; it’s just a matter of
devoting the time. Remember, only three months to go!
Here is a photo of the award our chapter won last year in West Virginia. It’s for the highest
percentage of chapter members present at the convention. Hey, it really would be wonderful to repeat!
Friends, have a safe spring and stay warm and cozy. I hope to see a large turnout in Bowling
Green.
Before this letter ends, I want to remind any of you about unpaid dues. Your dues are part of
the obligation when you join a
chapter. So if you’re due,
please send a check to Steve
Cook.
Looking forward to
seeing many of you and
thanks for your support of the
Street Rod & Modified
Chapter.
Sincerely,
Lou Calasibetta
President

POCI Convention 2011 - Be there or be square!
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Editorial –The Social Side of Rods and Customs - Alan Mayes
If you’ve been reading my meanderings in Smoke Signals, you’ve noticed that I put a high value
on the “people factor” within the old car hobby, no matter whether you’re talking restored cars,
survivors, hot rods, street rods, and customs, whatever. Some of my best memories in the old car hobby
are people memories, the cars being secondary. Also, most of my best friends are car people. God
designed us to interact. I think that’s why people are so important. Did you ever meet someone who
was a car guy but didn’t like people? He was an unhappy individual, right? Right! That’s why we belong
to car clubs, go to club meetings, go to conventions, etc. The people are as important as the cars. The
cars are just the glue.
You know another thing I’ve noticed after attending probably hundreds of car shows,
conventions, rod runs, and swap meets? Overall, street rod and custom guys (and folks like the Road
Warriors) seem to have more fun than the hardcore restorers. I think it’s because of the competitive
factor involved in restoring cars. For some of the restoration guys, there is a strong desire to outdo all
the other guys in their class so they can win the coveted top prize, whether it’s in a popular vote or
points judged show. I think that desire to be “number one” takes some of the fun out of it.
Custom and street rod people, on the other hand, aren’t really competing with each other.
We’re more about doing our own thing. If someone else likes it, that’s cool and thanks for the
compliment, but if no one else likes it, that’s OK, too. We build to suit ourselves, making the cars our
own and, in our minds at least, improving on what the factory did.
Because of the less competitive, laid back outlook, you’re more likely to see rodders and
customizers helping each other out, giving each other parts, and so on. We’re in it for the fun, not the
competition. That’s just my opinion, of course. What do you think?

From the Secretary/Treasurer’s Corner – Steve Cook
I’d like to wish all members a Happy New Year and bring you all up to date on a change within
the Street Rod Modified Chapter. Charlie Huntington has held the position of Secretary/treasurer since
at least 2002, and has done a great job that we all appreciate. However, because of his busy schedule,
he had requested that someone else take a turn. I am filling in the position until we hold an election at
the 2011 Convention Chapter meeting. So, please have all dues and applications sent to me at the
address in the front of the Modifier.
Good news, all members on the roster have paid their $12 annual dues. Don’t forget, the dues
run from convention to convention, so it will be time to pay-up in July of 2011.
Also, our Treasury is healthy, with a current balance of $1729.93. The SRM account is now
transferred to First National Bank here in suburban St. Louis. It is a no fee courtesy account listed as
SRM Chapter of POCI.
Charlie has passed records on to me as well as the club tee shirts. We have plenty of tees, the
member price is $10 each (no shipping inc.). The tees will be at the 2011 convention available for sale.
POCI Convention Coordinator Art Barrett is scheduling Specialty Chapter meetings in 1 hour
slots for Wednesday and Thursday mornings at Bowling Green, so watch for our spot. I hope to see you
all there; it’s going to be a good one!
That’s all for now, and again, thank you, Charlie, for 8+ years of SRM officer service.
Steve Cook
Secretary/Treasurer
Street Rod & Modified Chapter
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Pontiacs at the Grand National Roadster Show - Alan Mayes

As Lou mentioned in his President’s Message this issue, the Grand National Roadster Show is
one of the top indoor shows in the nation. I’d go on record as saying it is the top indoor show in the
West. It is the longest running and the most prestigious. I was privileged to attend this year’s show and
spent some time photographing a few very well-done Pontiacs while I was there. There weren’t many
there, actually. You West Coast guys need to get busy!

Top row: This 1956 2-door hardtop was in the Suede Palace, which is a “kustom kulture” gathering place for car
clubs, lowbrow artists, rockabilly music and some pretty cool hot rods and customs.
Center row: This is Richard Zocchi’s 1962 Grand Prix. We have photographed this car for Car Kulture DeLuxe and
will also run a feature on it in Smoke Signals soon.
Bottom row: The ’65 Grand Prix was at Saturday’s drive-in show. The ’53 was in the Suede Palace.
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Street Rod & Modified Chapter
Information Sheet
Tell us about yourself and your cars

Please complete the following information and return it along with pictures of your car(s).
Send to Alan Mayes, 219 Lakewood Drive, Tullahoma, TN 37388 or e-mail to: alanmayes@lighttube.net

NAME_______________________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY_________________________________________ STATE ___________________________ ZIP_____________
E-MAIL ADDRESS___________________________________ OCCUPATION_________________________________
CAR MAKE____________ MODEL__________________ YEAR_________BODY STYLE_________________________
ENGINE______________ ENGINE MODIFICATIONS_________________________
TRANSMISSION________ REAR END______________ CARB/INDUCTION __________________________________
EXHAUST_________________ INTERIOR____________________________ CHROME ________________________
COLOR________________ TYPE OF PAINT___________________________ BRAND OF PAINT ________________
BODY MODIFICATIONS___________________________________________________________________________
CHASSIS MODIFICATIONS_________________________________________________________________________
TIRES_____________________________________________ WHEELS_____________________________________
DESCRIBE THE WORK DONE AND FUTURE PLANS FOR THE CAR___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
TROPHYS AND AWARDS__________________________________________________________________________
OTHER HOBBY CARS OWNED______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Project Preview: 1953 Chieftain Deluxe Catalina – Alan Mayes
Remember the 1953 Catalina that a friend of mine had for sale. I posted it in The Modifier a few
issues back. Well, it’s not for sale anymore (unless you want to buy it from me). In a bit of three-way
horse trading (not real horses), I wound up with the car, my ’52 Studebaker is gone, and my stepson got
a ’99 Ford Ranger as his first vehicle. It’s a long story.
So anyway, the ’53 is my third project on deck. It will be up after my ’61 Ventura is fixed and my
’64 Buick Riviera is completed, so sometime within the next ten years. Here’s the lowdown as it stands
now. There are a couple photos on the next page. Someone had started to customize it and had
intentions of putting a Pontiac V8 in it. They had done the ol’ wheelbarrow in the firewall trick already.
I got the intended V8 in the deal, a reportedly freshly rebuilt 400 out of a Trans Am. They also installed a
rear end out of a Camaro.
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They also cut off the rear “silver streak” molding and molded in a license frame made of angle
iron in the middle of the deck lid. Taillights are from a 1954 Oldsmobile. Those are probably keepers.
Frenched headlights are actually stock bezels covered in Bondo. Those won’t stay. The good thing is,
this is a solid Southern car with no rust in the floors or trunk. Sure you don’t want to buy it?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Classified Ads

Got something to sell? Need something for your project? This is the place to tell us about it. Send all the info, pictures, etc. to Alan Mayes at
the address or e-mail on page 2. Let’s move some merchandise!

1955 Pontiac Safari for sale – Owned since 1971, driven
less than 2k miles a year. Stored outside for 5 years and
on blocks in my garage for 14 years. Mileage is approx.
144,000. The car is almost all original with very little rust
and only minor dings for its 55 years. The paint is almost
through to the primer from polishing. Interior is fair, no
carpeting. I have a number of reproduction and NOS parts
also. The December 2010, Old Cars Report Price Guide
values a #3 1955 Custom Safari at $26,100. Price is
negotiable but close to guide value. Louie E. Brown; 316685-0540 home; 316-393-9362 cell; L_EBrown@att.net

1934 Pontiac 5-Window Coupe for sale – Cream & maroon, chrome 502 TPI, 700R4, air, PS, PB, Heidt’s
front end, 9”rear, leather interior, electric doors & windows, 5000 original miles; $65,000. Professionally
appraised – too much to list! Doc Brenner; e-mail for more info docbrenner@verizon.net (Ft.
Washington, PA)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – POCI Street Rod/Modified Chapter
This chapter is for those interested in Modified Pontiac, Oakland & GMC vehicles.
Name______________________________________________ Spouse___________________________________
Street_______________________________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State________________________ Zip____________
Phone # _________________________ Fax # _________________________ POCI Membership # _____________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________________________________
Pontiacs/Oaklands/GMCs owned & Modifications: ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE SEND A STORY AND PHOTOS OF YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE MODIFIER AND FOR THE CLUB SCRAPBOOK TO BE
DISPLAYED AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION.
You must be a member in good standing of POCI to be eligible for chapter membership. IF YOU ARE NOT A POCI MEMBER, YOU
MUST JOIN POCI FIRST. POCI dues are $35.00 per year for the U.S., $37.00 in Canada, $46.00 elsewhere. Associate members
are $2.00 extra each. Street Rod & Modified Chapter dues are $15.00 per year (June 1 through May 31), pro-rated for new
members who join after January 1 to $8.00 for the remainder of the year. Chapter dues include bi-monthly issues of The
Modifier newsletter. Please return this form and a check payable to the Street Rod & Modified Chapter to:
Steve Cook, 16565 Lancaster Est. Dr., Grove, MO 63040
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Modifier
c/o Alan Mayes
219 Lakewood Drive
Tullahoma, TN 37388

IF YOU ARE RECEIVING THIS “MODIFIER” BY MAIL AND WOULD RATHER RECEIVE IT BY E-MAIL, LET US KNOW
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