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May/June 2012

Pontiacs at the
NSRA York Nationals

Lou Calasibetta took his camera along to the NSRA York Nationals in Pennsylvania.
This ’46 Pontiac was one of the stars of the show.
See inside plus photos of Pontiacs at the West Coast Kustoms Show, too.
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President’s Message - Lou Calasibetta, Chapter President
We are into our last couple of months before the POCI convention. How fast the time goes
these days. It might be my age or just the way of life. This will be a nice show out in the Land of
Lincoln. Did you know that President Lincoln was born in Kentucky and not Illinois? Just some history
that I wanted to share with all you. Funny how some things like trivia are important to us. In the way of
life today, what’s left to discuss except fun things like trivia?
So are you and your Pontiacs and GMC trucks ready for the big show? I bet many of you guys
are still burning the old midnight oil trying to get your cars ready. Remember an antique automobile is
never finished. There’s always a lot to do, or redo and make better. New ideas always come along to
make it a better car than last time around. That is what is fun and keeps the shops busy, as well as the
parts suppliers. There are so many new products being made today that it is tough to keep up with
them. Just look how many new wheels there are to choose from. A guy could go nuts just trying to pick
out a set of wheels today, just to change the look of his ride.
As you might remember, we are having a joint cruise at the Convention with the Custom Safari
Chapter on Thursday afternoon. This will be our annual meeting as well. As usual, it will be very casual
and a fun time. Hopefully many of you members will find the time to join in. We will need your support
and input from all of you. Do not be afraid to join in. You will not be asked to serve as a director or a
new editor of our chapter newsletter. So try to come to the party.
Speaking of The Modifier newsletter, this is our only way to communicate with the Modified
family and this is very important that you read it all and send in your comments to us.
It has been another good year for the chapter as many modified cars have even been featured in
the Smoke Signals, another way of showing we are strong in the eyes of POCI. Glad that our parent club
appreciates our hard work, too.
In ending my note this time, I want to thank all of the members that have sent in articles to us.
Keep them coming. I look forward to the Convention and, most of all, seeing and talking to you.
Sincerely and thanks again,
Lou Calasibetta, President

___________________________________________________________________

Editorial – Alan Mayes, Editor
First off, let me thank those of you who have sent in some contributions for the Modifier,
allowing me to get caught up and current. I do appreciate it.
I’m really looking forward to this year’s POCI Convention and hope to see a lot of you there.
Though I certainly enjoy seeing all the cool Pontiacs, Oaklands, and now GMCs, I have to say the main
highlight for me is seeing old friends.
My wife is going with me to this year’s convention for the first time and we are making this our
summer vacation. With my regular job, I travel to car shows a lot for business and my wife is not really
into any car-related activities, so she doesn’t go with me. In her mind, cars are just appliances. Anyway,
we’re going to do some sightseeing around the Chicago area while we’re there. We are both fans of
architecture, and especially Frank Lloyd Wright’s work, so we’re going to tour some of his buildings and
homes. I hope that you will all take advantage of the good things the St. Charles/Chicago area offers.
Alan Mayes, Editor
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CONVENTION MEETING NOTICE
NOTE: This is different from what we posted last issue.

Attention all Street Rod & Modified Chapter members
and guests: The
he SRM officers have organized a car cruise
to a cool cafe & ice
ce-cream shop named Colonial Cafe
near the Convention site for Thurs
Thursday, July 19 at 2 PM.
We will postt an assembly spot on the Convention Bulletin
Board near registration at the Pheasant Run host
ost hotel.
Try to be there a little early to line up so that we can cruise in style at
2PM. The Colonial Cafe has a room reserved ffor
or us so that we can get
an ice cream, appetizers,
tizers, or even a meal and then hold our Street Rod
& Modified Chapter annual
nnual meeting. The casual atmosphere with food
and a private room will be nice for conducting the meeting. If you want
to check out the menu, visit www.colonialcafe.com
.colonialcafe.com.
We will be at the St. Charles EAST location. 1625 E. Main St.,
St. which is
2.15 miles straight west
est of the Pheasant Run Resort on the same road.
The SRM meeting as posted in the Convention schedule for Friday at 9
AM has been cancelled. Steve Cook, Treasurer
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Pontiacs at the West Coast Kustoms Santa Maria, CA Show
Photos by Mary Minor & Alan Mayes

This radically chopped and wildly painted ’60 had a crowd around it all weekend.

Want mild or wild? Brutal ’57 Pontiac sounds just like it looks! Smooth ’50 was sweet & quiet.
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Update on 1961 Ventura Repair – Alan Mayes

Work on repairing the horrendous body work done on my 1961 Ventura continues. One of the
many issues was that the 1961 Buick taillights had been mounted off-center relative to each other by
5/8”. In the left picture above, you can see how much the left opening needed to be moved over. You
can also see that a couple of hack job straps were welded in place to bolt the Buick taillights to.
In the right picture, you’ll note that not only has the opening been repaired properly, but it also
includes a new bucket that will properly seal the taillight from water and keep the wool carpet in the
trunk dry!
I had hoped to have the car done in time to take it to St. Charles and it will probably be in primer
and could be driven by then, but my wife is going with me and the car doesn’t have air conditioning, so
you know the rest of that story! So, it looks like its next POCI national debut will be at next year’s
convention instead. By then it will be painted once again (not the same scheme as before). I’ll certainly
be happy to have it back on the road after two years plus.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pontiac Straight 8 Powered Model A

– Myron Wadleigh

Here are some pictures of a Pontiac straight 8 powered 1931 Ford Model A pickup I saw at a car
show. Fitting that engine in the space originally occupied by a 4-cylinder required moving the body back
quite a few inches. Trans is an S-10 5-speed on a homemade adapter. The flywheel is the stock Pontiac.

If you didn’t know better, it would be easy to believe this big ol’ Pontiac straight 8 belonged in
the Model A pickup.
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Pontiacs at NSRA York – Lou Calasibetta

Street Rod & Modified Chapter Information Sheet - Tell us about yourself and your cars
Please complete the following information and return it along with pictures of your car(s).
Send to Alan Mayes, 219 Lakewood Drive, Tullahoma, TN 37388 or e-mail to: alanpoci@gmail.com

NAME_______________________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY_________________________________________ STATE ___________________________ ZIP_____________
E-MAIL ADDRESS___________________________________ OCCUPATION_________________________________
CAR MAKE____________ MODEL__________________ YEAR_________BODY STYLE_________________________
ENGINE______________ ENGINE MODIFICATIONS_________________________
TRANSMISSION________ REAR END______________ CARB/INDUCTION __________________________________
EXHAUST_________________ INTERIOR____________________________ CHROME ________________________
COLOR________________ TYPE OF PAINT___________________________ BRAND OF PAINT ________________
BODY MODIFICATIONS___________________________________________________________________________
CHASSIS MODIFICATIONS_________________________________________________________________________
TIRES_____________________________________________ WHEELS_____________________________________
DESCRIBE THE WORK DONE AND FUTURE PLANS FOR THE CAR___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – POCI Street Rod/Modified Chapter
This chapter is for those interested in Modified Pontiac, Oakland & GMC vehicles.
Name______________________________________________ Spouse___________________________________
Street_______________________________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State________________________ Zip____________
Phone # _________________________ Fax # _________________________ POCI Membership # _____________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________________________________
Pontiacs/Oaklands/GMCs owned & Modifications: ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE SEND A STORY AND PHOTOS OF YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE MODIFIER AND FOR THE CLUB SCRAPBOOK TO BE
DISPLAYED AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION.
You must be a member in good standing of POCI to be eligible for chapter membership. IF YOU ARE NOT A POCI MEMBER, YOU
MUST JOIN POCI FIRST. POCI dues are $35.00 per year for the U.S., $37.00 in Canada, $46.00 elsewhere. Associate members
are $2.00 extra each. Street Rod & Modified Chapter dues are $15.00 per year (June 1 through May 31), pro-rated for new
members who join after January 1 to $8.00 for the remainder of the year. Chapter dues include bi-monthly issues of The
Modifier newsletter. Please return this form and a check payable to the Street Rod & Modified Chapter to:
Steve Cook, 16565 Lancaster Est. Dr., Grove, MO 63040

The Modifier
c/o Alan Mayes
219 Lakewood Drive
Tullahoma, TN 37388

IF YOU ARE RECEIVING THIS “MODIFIER” BY MAIL AND WOULD RATHER RECEIVE IT BY E-MAIL (or vice-versa),
LET US KNOW. Send a message to alanpoci@gmail.com
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