The Modifier
Street Rod & Modified Chapter

Pontiac – Oakland Club International
Winter 2011

Modified Pontiacs at the
Bo Huff Thank You Show

This nice ’37 Pontiac sedan was one of the cars in attendance at the Bo Huff
Thank You Show in Compton, California, over Thanksgiving weekend. Built in a
mild lowrider style, it features several period accessories, like the sun visor and
bumper mounted fog lights. Check out the small spotlights with mirrors mounted
at the fronts of the doors. Very cool. Wire wheels and narrow whitewalls look
good on this car, too. It’s a classy, comfy cruiser.
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President’s Message - Lou Calasibetta, Chapter President
We are now out of daylight savings time and well into the cold weather here in New
Jersey. Wow, I am missing the summer bad! How about you? It seems like the years are starting to fly
on and on much too fast. I did, however, go to the last car run of the season in early November. It was
really cool already by then.
I cruised one of my original ‘57 Pontiacs and as usual, it was the only ‘57 Pontiac there. I wonder
where they all went? It was a wonder full show along the Delaware River, south of Easton,
Pennsylvania. There were many nice rods and customs there but my highlight of the show was meeting
a lady that is 85 years young that drives an original ‘50s style ‘32 Ford hot rod. Now, how cool is that?!
So, how many of you members are redoing your Pontiacs for the new year? I seem to see many
guys are into changing their wheels and tires and thinking of some new suspension work. Winter is
really a good time to upgrade your ride and make it safe and sound for 2012. As for me, I am still
redoing my ‘51 Mercury woodie for next year. Yeah, I know it’s not a Pontiac but it’s something to
share. Anyway, we can all gain some ideas for our and say to you.
This holiday season is a super time to reflect as you enjoy the family and food and
beverages. Can you even think of Christmas and New Year being here already? Time does really
fly. Before one knows it, the next POCI convention will be going on in Illinois. Are you members
going? I am and as usual will have a modified Pontiac there so please bring out your souped up Pontiacs
and GMCs and join us for some more fun. See you there.
Lou Calasibetta, President
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Editorial

– Alan Mayes, Editor

We all know the old Eddie Cochran rock and roll song, “Summertime Blues,” or at least
prominently covered versions by (depending on your age and musical tastes) The Who, Blue Cheer, or
Alan Jackson. For car guys, we need a song, “Wintertime Blues,” at least for those of us who live in the
frozen, road salted, icy and snowy areas of the country. Man, after a summer of cruising the cool rides,
Pontiacs or not, winter is like cold turkey withdrawal! However, there a few hands-on things we can do
in the garage as the winter winds howl outside. They will give you the opportunity to touch your
chrome and steel babies and do them some good at the same time.
If you won’t be driving your car for a prolonged period, it’s a good idea to put some fuel
stabilizer in your tank. Sta-Bil is the best known and has the broadest range of products. I can’t think of
a nice way to say it, so I’ll lay it out raw: today’s ethanol-infused gasoline is crap. You need to protect
your cars’ fuel systems, especially vintage cars.
Ethanol is a solvent and it does at least two bad things to your car’s fuel tank. One, it absorbs
water, which turns to rust in your steel tank and associated parts. Two, it dissolves rubber and plastics.
I have seen several examples of what this can do to an old car. One of my Car Kulture DeLuxe
columnists has a car that ethanol dissolved the seal around his sending unit on. The sending unit
actually fell into the fuel cell!
I have also seen fuel filters full of gummy rubber residue that ethanol has partially dissolved as it
makes its way from the fuel tank to the carburetor. Newer cars’ fuel systems are made with materials
that are resistant to the evil effects of ethanol. Older cars are not. I’m fortunate that there are a few
gas stations near me that carry non-ethanol gas.
Sta-Bil makes their regular stabilizer plus they also have a treatment to counteract the effects of
the dreaded ethanol. Sta-Bil Ethanol Treatment is the stuff for summer. In winter, add the stabilizer,
too.
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Bo Huff Car Show, Compton, California – by Lou Calasibetta
This past Thanksgiving, the family all went on a vacation to the West Coast. We stayed in the
beautiful town of Indian Wells, California. It is a golfers’ place and just a beautiful spot. I did go to the
McCormick auto auction and viewed some real nice machines. There is something to say about old cool
cars and palm trees.
I called my buddy Gary Minor (POCI and SRM member) to see what is doing out there while I
was out there. He told me about the custom show dedicated to Bo Huff. For those folks that do not
know Bo, he is a customizer that has build some really cool rides. Bo built did the ‘61 Pontiac for Alan
Mayes, a sharp ride and very attractive. Bo has been suffering from multiple myeloma, a cancer of the
plasma cells in the bone marrow. Last year, some friends put on a huge car show and auction for Bo to
help raise funds for his treatments. He is now in remission but still undergoing chemotherapy. This
2012 show was a “thank you” event for his supporters and it also raised some money to help other
cancer patients within the custom car community.
The West Coast show was much different than the ones here in NJ. How about a barber shop
doing ‘50s style cuts? Also a large array of ladies dressed in period perfect wardrobes? The cars are
what I really went to see and, man, they were just great. Many were ever so low and the paint and
finishes were award winning. Enjoy some of the shots that I took at the show.
It is too bad I did not get to talk to Bo; he was very busy doing his thing mixing with the crowd. I
hope it was a success for him and his well being. He is good guy and a friend that builds cool customs.

Above - On this ’47 Pontiac, the addition of a lower and smoother front bumper off a different vehicle
reveals the wide fourth grille bar usually hidden behind a stock bumper. Looks good. That bumper looks
to be a late 1980s/early 1990s Chevy or GMC front bumper.
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Above - Here is a nice ’55 GMC pickup from the show. It’s in its beginning stages of being a custom,
sporting a visor and chrome wheels with bullets. Those big chrome grilles are so cool, and a little
menacing looking, too. Below – John D’ Agostino’s Thunderbird was one of the stars of the show… or
any other show where it is displayed.
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Above & below – Although they aren’t Pontiacs, this ’36 Ford and ’50 Chevy have some cool, touces that
would work just as well (or even better) on Pontiacs. Fat fendered cars like the ’36 respond to similar
treatments, no matter the make. Same with early 1950s GM cars. Chevys, Pontiacs, and Oldsmobiles
were very similar.

Chapter #7 – The “Dare to be Different” Chapter – Founded 1976

Page 6

Street Rod & Modified Chapter Information Sheet - Tell us about yourself and your cars
Please complete the following information and return it along with pictures of your car(s).
Send to Alan Mayes, 219 Lakewood Drive, Tullahoma, TN 37388 or e-mail to: alanmayes@lighttube.net

NAME_______________________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY_________________________________________ STATE ___________________________ ZIP_____________
E-MAIL ADDRESS___________________________________ OCCUPATION_________________________________
CAR MAKE____________ MODEL__________________ YEAR_________BODY STYLE_________________________
ENGINE______________ ENGINE MODIFICATIONS_________________________
TRANSMISSION________ REAR END______________ CARB/INDUCTION __________________________________
EXHAUST_________________ INTERIOR____________________________ CHROME ________________________
COLOR________________ TYPE OF PAINT___________________________ BRAND OF PAINT ________________
BODY MODIFICATIONS___________________________________________________________________________
CHASSIS MODIFICATIONS_________________________________________________________________________
TIRES_____________________________________________ WHEELS_____________________________________
DESCRIBE THE WORK DONE AND FUTURE PLANS FOR THE CAR___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – POCI Street Rod/Modified Chapter
This chapter is for those interested in Modified Pontiac, Oakland & GMC vehicles.
Name______________________________________________ Spouse___________________________________
Street_______________________________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State________________________ Zip____________
Phone # _________________________ Fax # _________________________ POCI Membership # _____________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________________________________
Pontiacs/Oaklands/GMCs owned & Modifications: ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE SEND A STORY AND PHOTOS OF YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE MODIFIER AND FOR THE CLUB SCRAPBOOK TO BE
DISPLAYED AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION.
You must be a member in good standing of POCI to be eligible for chapter membership. IF YOU ARE NOT A POCI MEMBER, YOU
MUST JOIN POCI FIRST. POCI dues are $35.00 per year for the U.S., $37.00 in Canada, $46.00 elsewhere. Associate members
are $2.00 extra each. Street Rod & Modified Chapter dues are $15.00 per year (June 1 through May 31), pro-rated for new
members who join after January 1 to $8.00 for the remainder of the year. Chapter dues include bi-monthly issues of The
Modifier newsletter. Please return this form and a check payable to the Street Rod & Modified Chapter to:
Steve Cook, 16565 Lancaster Est. Dr., Grove, MO 63040
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The Modifier
c/o Alan Mayes
219 Lakewood Drive
Tullahoma, TN 37388

IF YOU ARE RECEIVING THIS “MODIFIER” BY MAIL AND WOULD RATHER RECEIVE IT BY E-MAIL, LET US KNOW.
Send a message to alanmayes@lighttube.net
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