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Peter Mullin

Cheryl, your family and everyone that had a part in making
this event a success.

Looking forward to 2022, it is time to remind everyone that
your 2022 Pine Tree Chapter dues are due January 1, 2022.
Because we operate as a sanctioned chapter of ATHS
(receiving liability insurance and tax exempt status) it is
required that you be an ATHS National member in order to
be a Pine Tree Chapter ATHS member. Please see page 9 of
this issue for a detachable dues renewal form.

The Officers and Board of Directors will be meeting on Jan-
uary 15th (snow date the 16th) at Nancy’s and my home in
Gorham to set an agenda and work on a tentative event
schedule for 2022.

I have scheduled the Annual Pine Tree Chapter business
meeting for Sunday March 13, 2022 at the Owls Head Trans-
portation Museum. As a direct result of the bylaws changes
we voted on at our last meeting, we will not need to have an
election of officers and directors until 2023. Look for more
details on the Annual Business Meeting in the next issue of
the Shop Manual.

That just about wraps up the news and chapter business for
this month. I hope everyone finds some old truck parts, tools,
supplies, or old truck literature under the tree this year. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the chapter
members, directors and officers that helped out this year and
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Wow, where has this year gone? Time sure moves a lot
faster when we can get out and do old truck stuff with our
old truck friends. Despite a late start and none of the usual  
spring events, I think the chapter did quite well this year.
Chapter members attended the Springtime Truck Show
where member Doug Wakefield raffled off a GMC Astro
for charity. We had our first business meeting in a couple
of years (and added some new directors to the board) at
the Owls Head Truck Show. We were able to get back to
the Topsham Fairgrounds our own Pine Tree Chapter
Truck Show and then wrapped up the year with the Fall
Gathering/Fall Auction at Cheryl Billings’ home in Dur-
ham. Chapter members also attended regional and nation-
al events including the ATHS Convention, ATCA Nation-
al Show in Macungie, Pa. and the AACA Hershey swap
meet among others. We ended up two or three events
short of the norm from the perspective of the chapter event
calendar but a lot better than I expected a year ago. Be on
the lookout further in this issue for a start on the 2022 PTC
Calendar.

Last month 30-40 chapter members and guests gathered
at Cheryl Billings’ home and barn in Durham for the Fall
Gathering/Fall Auction. The Chapter provided coffee and
donuts for early arrivals and hot soup to supplement
lunch on a chilly day. There were plenty of auction items
to pique the interest of the bidders. Despite some technical
issues with our p.a. system we managed to raise $511.00
for the chapter bank account through a combination of
auction sales and a couple of new members. Thank you to

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year



Larry Worley
Back Side Of Worley`s Log Book
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Ramblings starts out as remembering “ old time” truck
safety equipment, and drifts into a safety “ Don’t do this at
home”  story... When I first started riding shotgun with
any trucker that would give me a ride, I recall a safety kit
about 12” in diameter which contained a spare headlight,
marker light bulbs, some BUSS type fuses and Lord knows
what else. Another item was  a triple set of kerosene road
flairs in a metal rack, usually carried behind the cab, or on
the running board ( remember running boards ? ) Usually,
by the time they were needed, the bottoms had rusted out,
and they were stuck together in a solid block. Along came
safety reflector kits, usually a fold out type with two verti-
cal reflectors, and then into burning type road flairs, and
out ever popular ( use once) safety fold out reflective trian-
gles we see today and required by DOT . I’ve also man-
aged to collect a few old Carbon Tetracloride brass fire
extinguishers. They could put out a fire, but the fumes
could kill you ! I have one Walter Kiddie FO-MO-CO 
(FORD branded) and one FORD badged one. Today these
have been replaced by Dry Chemical or even CO-2 in
some applications... No more headlight kits or small reflec-
tors. I seriously doubt today’s Knights of the Highway
could change a headlight without a tool box full of special-
ty tools !   Second part of rambleings has to do with

kerosene “smudge pots used around road construction
jobs long before flashing strobe lights and modern day 
barricades. When I was still riding a bike ( 66 years ago ! )
we came into possession of one, lit, off a construction job,
and decided to tie it to a rope and pull it around the
streets.  Being round and holding about a quart of kero-
sene, it skittered all over the place, setting a few small
brush fires in the dry grass of Texas. Long story short, it
ran out of fuel, and snuffed itself out so we came home,
unscrewed the cap and pulled out the wick, refilled it with
GASOLINE ( Don’t ever do this at home).. Replaced the
screw on cap / dome and wick, and lit it off, getting ready
for another tow around episode. About that time, it blew
up and ripped the cap and wick off and up into the air
quite a distance, landing in a vacant lot behind our house,
and setting the grass on fire ! We did not have a hose long
enough to reach the fire, and lugging buckets of water was
useless. The Fire Department was called to snuff out the
fire, and Jimmy grabbed the now extinguished wick and
cap and hid it in a trash can. I don’t recall how we
explained our way out of that.....my dad had his suspi-
cions ( he was right ! ). Art Chappell came up with a cou-
ple of Smudge Pots for me to use as taillights on my 28 AA
Ford dump truck. They will have kerosene in them ! To all,
belated Thanksgiving wishes, and a Merry Christmas, safe
travels.....see you next year... Just chugging down the road,
Lars

One winter hauled beer out of Rolling Rock Beverage in
Latrobe, Pa. Had a 68 or 69  Freightliner with White velvet
ride with worn out shocks, a very worn out 335 Cummins,
and really quite worn tires. Found out Pennsylvania
didn’t plow after 4:30 pm nor before 7:00 am! Made up
some tire chains out of 4 bad ones with double cross piec-
es, a cross piece every other link! Heavy as hell but once
on I went anywhere I wanted to!  

         Last trip I had the old Frightliner coming down the 6
mile hill into Altoona at the second light the throw out
shaft on the bell housing snapped off!  The rest of that trip
was fun! When I would come to a light, and there was 8
more, I’d pull it out of gear, and as worn out  as the sus-
pension was just put the 13 speed stick near low and tap
in gear like you used a clutch. Worked great and I wasn’t
gonna hurt that one any! 
            
              All this talk about winter makes me want more
wood on my fire!

          That’s all for now. Merry Christmas to all!      Larry

        Was wondering about the future of the Pine Tree
Chapter and antiques we cherish so much. I and others
thought about dropping in on a couple of vocational tech
schools to see if we might get some interest sparked in our
simple, old, dusty, rusty trucks. Daryl Gushee  and I
agreed that there may be something hipnotic about the fra-
grance of musty old iron. Maybe the simplicity of the way
they are built might my catch a young ambitious eye, Most
younger folk may not know a single fan belt with 3 pulleys
when they are used to seeing 1 belt,8 pulleys on 4 wheelers
from the last 2 decades or so. Just a thought that comes to
mind now and then. Can’t help but believe when we’re
gone these treasures will be gone, too.   
             
           Was remembering my days with Highway Trans-
portation hauling oil and kerosene in every winter storm
the northeast  could throw at me  driving 2 stroke Jimmies
which were terrible at supplying heat. Couldn’t use the
defroster as it couldn’t clear the windshield, so you let  it
freeze quickly and the snow didn’t stick. You weren’t
gonna be warm anyway. Heat supply from the Jimmies
more like air conditioning than heat. After 3 years we were
finally given the Cummins powered Whites Freddy Wil-
son was promised. Nice and roasty-toasty. To this I say
glad I was there, learned a lot, don’t wanna go back!  

Rambleings
Lars Ohman



trucks (x527L) and tandem axle cargo trucks (x527LL).
Engine options included the 238 hp Detroit 6-71N (prefix
E527), the 225 hp Cummins V-555 (prefix J527), the 220 hp
Cummins NH-230 (prefix N527 - single axle tractors), the
250 hp Cummins Super 250 (prefix N527 - tandem axle
tractors) and the 210 hp Cummins V8-210 (prefix T-527).

I do not know if all configurations were available with all
engine options, however it certainly seems plausible. By
1975 the 527 Huskiteer had been re-named the 550
Huskiteer, and Caterpillar 3306 and 1674 engines were
available in the 550TL models in 1976.
It does not appear the Huskiteer models were overly pop-
ular, especially among vintage truck collectors. In a quick
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This is what Lars is talking about when he mentions
“smug pots”(see page 2). I had to go to a 1957 257 page
Hedge & Mattheis catalog to fine the proper name. I
remember calling them smug pots.

There were four models, the most popular being the No.
620 “Leader” made with 20 gauge steel it has a capacity of
six pints to last 48 hours. The No. 630 “Champion” has the
same capacity but is made of 14 gauge steel to withstand
abuse.
No. 651 “Model A Sig-nal-ite” is a non-self-righting ver-

sion of the popular “Leader”. It has a slightly larger capaci-
ty and is designed for use in positions protected from traf-
fic. The No. 641 “Model F Sig-nal-ite” similar to the
previous except reduced in height with a capacity of 4.5
pints.
So now, if someone mentions a kerosene signal torch

you’ll knew what it is.

This FWD truck advertisement is from the 1944 issue of the Powers Road and Street Catalog
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from 2018 show

CLASSIFIED ADS

January 15 - Board of Directors Meeting - 6 Kinney Rd. Gorham, ME (snow date
1/16/22) FMI contact Peter Mullin wfd44@maine.rr.com or 207-838-5069

March 13 - Annual Membership Meeting - Owls Head Transportation Museum
more details in the next Shop Manual

June 4 - Springtime Truck Show - Bangor, ME more details in a future newsletter

July 16-17 - Owls Head Truck Show - Owls Head Transportation Museum details
to follow
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Director - Bob Stackpole, 446 River Rd, Cushing, ME 04563 207-354-2372 email: stack123@roadrunner.com

President - Peter Mullin 6 Kinney Rd. Gorham, Me 04038 207-838-5069; email: wfd44@maine.rr.com;

Director - George Barrett 2 Country Charm Rd. Cumberland, ME 04021; (207) 829-5134 cell 671-2666; email: sheepscot@gwi.net

Director - Jamie Mason 104 Falmouth Road, Falmouth, ME 04105; (207) 949-1360; email:haroldjmason@gmail.com

Secretary - Diane Munsey, 785 River Road, Dresden, ME 04342; (207) 737-2997; email: munsandi@gmail.com

Treasurer - Cheryl Billings 1031 Pinkham Brook Rd. Durham, ME 04222 (207) 353-7209; email:cherylbillings55@gmail.com

Director - Steve Corson 163 Main St., Rockport, ME 04856 cell phone: 207-542-4192 email: blackdogmack@gmail.com

Pine Tree Chapter of ATHS Board of Directors March 2021 to March 2024

Director Emeritus - .. Lars Ohman 6 Antique Drive, Sabattus, ME 04280 cell 207-376-7993 email: peckapohl@roadrunner.com...

Vice President - Andy O’Brien 54 Upper Minot Rd. Pownal, ME 04069 (207) 232-4743 aobrien211@gmail.com

Director - Chad Coulter 152 Elm Street 152 Elm St., Milo, ME 04463 (207) 951-4672 e-mail: ford_man51@yahoo.com

Director - Howard Clouston 1361 Hammond St. Bangor, 044 phone 207-852-4424 e-mail howardclouston@aol.com

Director - Tom Hudgins P.O. Box 43, Bradford, ME 04410 207-943-6548 e-mail: tomchristopher71@yahoo.com

Cheryl Billings 1031 Pinkham Brook Rd. Durham, ME 04222

Name

Address

City, State Zip

Telephone - Land Line

E-Mail Address

Telephone - Cell Phone

Please Mail to our Treasurer

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year

Please remember you must be a member of ATHS to be a mem-
ber of the Pine Tree Chapter and those dues may come at a dif-
ferent time.




